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they not being able to purchase until the needs
of the home manufacturer had been ministered
to, when they were permitted to take the
surplus at double the ordinary rate. The very
considerable trade that was done at this time
with the Netherlands suffered temporary in-
terruption by the espousal of the cause oi
Perkin Warbeck by the Archduke Philip oi
Burgundy. Henry banished all Flemings from
the country, removed the wool and cloth staple
from Antwerp to Calais, and stopped all com-
mercial intercourse between the two countries.
For three years this condition of things lasted,
and trade grew so sick that at the entreaty ol
the trading communities of both countries a
fresh treaty was entered into by which the
English gained so many new advantages that
the Flemings called the treaty the " Intercursus
Magnus." The old selfish policy of extracting
as much as possible from the foreigner, and
giving him as little as possible in return was
continued, the true economics of trade being
still far from rightly comprehended. It was to
trade's advantage that Henry VII. was avaricious,
for his desire for riches made him anxious to keep
the chief source of wealth free to prosecute its
aims and ambitions. His appeal to his subjects
through his Chancellor Morton, " to maintain
his revenues of customs, and all other natures,
as also to supply him with your loving aids,"
was not disregarded, and, with the exception oi
the period of reprisal against the Flemings in
the Warbeck affair, he did little to oppose the
interests of the trading community. That he
also did little to remove the minor prohibitive